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H opefully, the Test 
match highlights on 
the BBC can emulate 
Match of the Day and 
bring the best format 
of the game to a huge 

audience.
If we make sure that by the end of 

the summer people in this country 
know our players better and can relate 
to them then we will have done our 
jobs pretty well. If we can make the 
modern-day players household names 
– some already are after the World Cup 
– then it will lift the game following a 
lot of uncertainty this year.

We saw the boost cricket enjoyed 
last year after the World Cup final was 
shown free-to-air. While this is not live 
coverage, it can still have a big impact. 
Our job is to sell the heroes of the day.

The news released this week about 

the team presenting the highlights, 
which I will be a part of, was great for 
the game. The England team are 
diverse and draw on all areas of our 
society and it is great our BBC 
commentary team reflects that, too.

The highlights were a success on 
Channel 5 for many years, but I am 
sure we will get more eyeballs on 
BBC Two, and that is so important for 
Test cricket.

Because the action will be behind 
closed doors this summer, it will feel 
different but, hopefully, we will be 
able to have more interaction with 
England players to make up for that. 

England will pick a Test squad of 
about 20 and there will be the 
potential to have guest punditry from 
those not playing as well. We cannot 
pretend there will not be a crowd 
there, but it gives us a chance to focus 
more on the players and what they 
are doing.

We just have to showcase the play, 
tell the story of the day and make sure 
the kids watching can see their heroes 
and feel a little closer to them.

We will analyse how and why they 
performed in certain situations and 
give an insight into the modern way 
the Test game is played. 

Hopefully, we will attract a bigger 

audience than perhaps we would 
have done because we are all starved 
of watching live sport after weeks in 
lockdown.

The BBC is hugely committed to 
cricket. It paid a lot of money for rights 
and will throw its vast resources at the 
game. It remains committed to the 
Hundred, which will start next year 
now, and I think you will see a big 
presence for cricket on the airwaves, 
whether it is on BBC breakfast on the 
television, or Radio 5 Live, or Radio 1 
with Greg James, who is a huge cricket 
fan, Test Match Special, James 
Anderson’s Tailenders podcast or the 
other BBC outlets. The opportunities 
are enormous for cricket.

My approach as a pundit is to be 
honest without fear or favour. You 
have to say it as you see it. You have 
to praise the team when they are 
doing well, but not gloss over poor 
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performances. Viewers can see right 
through that.

We are paid for our opinions and, if 
we think the players have performed 
badly, then we have to criticise. It is 
not personal, it is just part of being 
a pundit.

England made steady progress in 
Test cricket in South Africa over the 
winter. I just want to see them 
continue to realise that you cannot 
attack all the time in Test cricket. If 
they want to play that style they will 
be inconsistent again and not make 
any real progress. 

The fact they found a method and 
way in South Africa should be their 
blueprint for Test cricket against every 
nation in all conditions. You have to 
bat long periods in the first innings. 
If that means the scoreboard is not 
ticking over quickly then fine. 
Sometimes you have to just keep out 
the new ball and hang in there. 

With the ball in hand, you have to 
be clever to create angles and build 
pressure. That is what they did in 
South Africa in the last three games.

We will find out whether South 
Africa was the start of a new era or a 
false dawn when the first Test against 
West Indies at the Ageas Bowl starts 
on July 8. We cannot wait.

‘I want to be seen 
for who I am, not 
what I look like’
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Isa Guha is delighted to be 
the BBC’s new face of 
cricket and aims to expand 
the sport’s TV audience

Paul Hayward  
Chief SportS Writer 
 

T he BBC’s new face of 
cricket  on TV knows her 
rise will be framed by 
some as the end for cakes 
and cardigans in the 
commentary box. Isa 

Guha says: “I like cake and cardigans, 
too – I just look different.”

Guha’s ability to excel across 
playing, academia and broadcasting 
has led her to what used to be the 
most prestigious role in cricket 
broadcasting: one filled by 
the great Richie Benaud 
for 30 years. On her 
first day in the new job, 
the opening up of the 
commentary booth to 
non-white males is an 
obvious first discussion 
point. 

“Right through my life, 
I’ve always wanted people 
to see me for who I am, 
not necessarily what I 
look like, and I feel very 
much the same in regards 
to this,” Guha, 35, says. 
“Obviously, it’s not lost on 
me that it will be a 
conversation. But all I try to do 
is the best that I can and 
hopefully one day people will 
recognise the job that I do 
more than what I look like.”

The BBC’s return to 
televised cricket starts this 
weekend with a series of 
retrospective films. England v 
West Indies in 1984 is a nice taster 
for the summer’s three-Test series, 
highlights of which Guha will 
present at 7pm each evening, 
alongside Michael Vaughan, Alastair 
Cook, Carlos Brathwaite and Alison 
Mitchell. Guha will also continue on 
Test Match Special, where Jonathan 
Agnew remains as cricket 
correspondent.

The prestigious heritage of the BBC 
TV role was evident to Guha when she 
agreed this latest step in a global tour 
of broadcast jobs. She says: “Prestige is 
an excellent word to use because there 

is so much history with the BBC and 
cricket. Richie Benaud is the don of 
broadcast, isn’t he. Everyone who goes 
into cricket broadcasting – the first 
thing they get taught is to let the 
coverage breathe. He was very much 
the master of that.”

Floating BBC viewers may know 
less about her than cricket 
aficionados, but her story is one for 
these times. In 2002, at 17, she became 
the first woman of South Asian origin 
to play for England in any major sport 
and seven years later won two World 
Cups in a career of 113 caps. In 
retirement, she earned a master’s in 
neuroscience, joined the Wisden 
editorial board and became a journalist 
and public speaker while sitting on the 
England and Wales Cricket Board’s 
South Asian strategy panel.

Cricket in England and Wales 
regards her as a link to parts of society 
that may have been discouraged by 

the sport’s predominantly white, 
male, middle-class, public 
school tone. She says the ECB’s 

initiative to attract more Asian 
players is “a long-term goal and 

really thorough in approach”.
It asks “why there aren’t more 
Asians playing cricket, can we 

improve the pathways” and 
tries “to encourage people 

to understand more about 
different communities. 
You’re not just bundled 
into one background. 
There are many different 
traditions and cultures 

within the British Asian 
population. It shouldn’t 

just be about the Asian 
community. It should be 

about the black community as 
well”.
Guha’s parents moved to the 

UK in the 1970s and she began 
playing cricket aged eight. She says: 

“It’s something I’ve thought about in 
the last few years. When I’m asked 
that question, ‘Why aren’t there more 
Asian girls coming through the 

system?’ I look back to when I first 
started playing with the boys at the 
local cricket club in High 
Wycombe.

“I copied my brother in 
everything he did. Played with him 
in the back garden. Mum eventually 

persuaded Dad that I should go down 
to the local club. I think he was 
initially reluctant about me playing 
with boys. 

“At eight years of age, I was the only 
girl in the team and the only player of 
an Indian background playing with 
boys of a British or Pakistani 
background.

“In some traditional families, that 
may have been frowned upon. My 
parents never saw it as an issue. It was 
more the fact that I was a girl. It was 
quite a multicultural set-up. I would 
turn up to games and the opposition 
would be upset because there was a 
girl in the team. That’s something 
that’s true of a lot of female players 
who’ve gone on to play for England or 
at high level: playing in a boys’ team.”

Of her BBC role, she says: “That’s 
the positive side of things – the BAME 
[black, Asian and minority ethnic] 
community feeling represented. And if 
there’s a young boy or girl out there 
from an Asian or ethnic background 
and is growing up and sees someone 
like myself on television and it inspires 
them to go on and do a similar thing, 
that’s where I am really proud of it.”

Underpinning all this is her 
expertise and mellifluous delivery, 
which maintains a commentary-box 
tradition of warm lyricism. A BBC Two 
highlights package is not the same, 
however, as talking to Wisden-reading 

‘If there’s 
a young 
boy or girl 
out there 
from an 
Asian 
family 
and it 
inspires 
them, that 
makes me 
proud’

New role: Isa Guha 
(right) relaxes in her 
garden yesterday 
and playing for 
England (above)

Boycott bids TMS farewell after 14 glorious years of commentary 
By Nick Hoult  
Chief CriCket CorreSpondent

Sir Geoffrey Boycott bid farewell to 
Test Match Special yesterday after 14 
years following the BBC’s announce-
ment of its new commentary team.

Boycott’s contract was not renewed 
at the end of last summer and, at the age 
of 79, and after quadruple heart bypass 
surgery two years ago, he would not 
have been able to work this summer 
anyway due to the coronavirus.

He will continue to write columns 
and analysis for The Telegraph, giving 
his insight and opinions on the Eng-
land team, but the BBC has lost one of 
cricket’s most recognisable voices and 
strident pundits.

“I would like to thank BBC TMS for a 
wonderful 14 years. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed it and just love cricket with a 
passion,” he said in a statement. “I also 
wish to thank all those that have said 
how much they have enjoyed my com-
mentary and for those that haven’t – 
too bad!

“My contract with the BBC finished 
at the end of last summer. While I 
would love to have continued doing 
full-time commentary I also need to be 
realistic and honest with myself. This 
Covid-19 virus has made the decision 
for both of us. Recently, I had a quadru-
ple heart bypass and at nearly 80 years 
old I am at the wrong age to be com-
mentating in a biosecure area trapped 
day and night in confined spaces with 
the same people – even if some of those 
commentators I regard as friends, and 
others I admire.

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

By Nick Hoult 

Joe Root will have to self-isolate for 
seven days after attending the birth of 
his second child, casting major doubt 
over his chances of playing in the first 
Test against West Indies.

Root’s wife is due in the first week of 
next month, with the Test at the Ageas 
Bowl starting from July 8. Root has 
confirmed he will attend the birth, but 
under strict guidelines laid down by 
the England and Wales Cricket Board, 
it is understood he will have to self- 
isolate at home for seven days before 
he can rejoin the squad. 

The ECB is constantly reviewing its 
lockdown procedures and may relax 
them as the summer goes on, but Steve 
Elworthy, the board’s events director, 
said this week they would begin at the 
highest level of alert.

If Root has to self-isolate at home, he 
will be unable to even go for a net on 
his own away from the other players. 
If, for example, his child is born early, 
Root would go into the match, his first 
competitive game since February, hav-
ing had his preparation severely dis-
rupted. It increases the likelihood of 
Ben Stokes captaining England for the 
first time.

England will trim their squad of 55 to 
around 30 for an inter-squad practice 
match at the end of this month, which 

is when the players will go into 
 lockdown at the Ageas Bowl. The selec-
tors will then cut the squad to 20. 

The series will be the first anywhere 
since cricket shut down. The teams are 
set to be able to use like-for-like substi-
tutions if a player goes down with 
symptoms during a match.

West Indies are due to leave on Mon-
day, arriving in London before transfer-
ring to Manchester to stay at Emirates 
Old Trafford, where they will quaran-

tine and practise for three weeks before 
moving to the Ageas Bowl.

Three players – Darren Bravo, Shim-
ron Hetmyer and Keemo Paul – opted 
out of the tour due to coronavirus fears 
and their absences will hurt West In-
dies, according to Michael Holding.

“I’m not going to tell anyone they 
should be going to England because 
Covid-19 is around, someone may get 
sick or even worse,” the former fast 
bowler said on his YouTube channel. 
“But at the same time it’s unfortunate 
because these guys have quite a bit of 
talent, and they’ll be missed.” 

diehards. “In my head, I’m always 
thinking very analytically about the 
game: why has somebody done that? 
Looking tactically at what should be 
done,” she says. “This, I guess, will 
allow me to go into a different mode of 
trying to bring cricket to the masses 
and explain cricket in a way people 
can relate to. I’m really excited about 
that challenge.”

The current England men’s side is 
one she feels she can identify with. 
“What I love about this team is that 
you can see they’re interested in each 
other and each other’s cultures,” she 
says. “That’s undoubtedly contributed 
to their success. It’s like us, in 2009, 
when we became the best team in the 
world, and there was a mix of 
personalities and people from 
different backgrounds. Sometimes it  
happens that way. But if that image 
inspires people to go on and watch 
cricket, it can only be a good thing.”

The BBC’s highlights series is a lift 
for cricket at a time when the game 
has disappeared (so far) from the 

traditional British summer. Guha says 
of the documentaries: “The message 
I’m trying to give to people is that if 
you don’t like cricket, do please try to 
tune into those historical matches 
between England and the West Indies 
and you’ll get to see some of the greats 
of the game. Some of that footage is 
incredible. I’ve had the pleasure of 
looking at some of it and been 
reminded of the swagger of Sir Vivian 
Richards and the charisma of Sir Ian 
Botham. There is everything there is 
to love about sportsmen in those 
cricketers and in that contest. The 
Gordon Greenidge double century, 
Bob Willis and his run-up, ‘Foxy’ 
[Graeme] Fowler and his century, and 
you’ve got Richie Benaud presenting. 
People will absolutely love it.”

Her own career is a testament to 
how she sees life: “Always looking for 
the next challenge, to make yourself a 
better person and at the same time a 
better cricketer or better broadcaster. 
So you seek opportunities based on 
what’s going to make you better.”

If we make sure that 
people know our 
players better and can 
relate to them, we will 
have done our jobs

Root must isolate for seven 
days after wife gives birth

In doubt: Joe Root 
could miss the first 
Test on July 8 as his 
wife’s due date is 
shortly beforehand

BBC resurrects Soul Limbo 
The BBC has 
confirmed the 
return of Soul 
Limbo as the 
theme tune for 
its cricket 
coverage this 
summer.

It will bring 
back the iconic 
sound, the 1968 

song by Booker 
T. & The MG’s, 
to TV screens 
for the first time 
in more than 
two decades, for 
its Test match 
highlights 
show, which 
begins on July 8 
at 7pm.

“Hopefully, I may still be able to have 
some input if that tall, lanky ex-Leices-
tershire medium-pace bowler [BBC 
cricket correspondent Jonathan  
Agnew] needs an honest appraisal or 
needs to take the mickey out of me, 
maybe he will give me a call while on 
air. Who knows?”

Barbara Slater, director of BBC 
Sport, said: ‘Geoffrey has been an 
iconic voice in our Test Match Special 
box for 14 years. Whilst we wish the cir-
cumstances were different, we would 
like to take this opportunity to sin-

cerely thank him for his contribution 
to our cricket commentary over the 
years and we’re still hoping to hear his 
unique cricketing insight at some point 
on TMS this summer.’

The BBC announced on Thursday 
that Isa Guha would be the lead pre-
senter on its television highlights show.

The show will be on BBC Two from 
7pm every night. The BBC is also con-
tracted to show two live men’s 
Twenty20 internationals as part of its 
rights deal, which will be its first live 
cricket content for 20 years.
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