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Sport Cricket

I
sa Guha is used to being a 
trailblazer. In 2002, at the age of
17, she became the first women of
south Asian origin to play for
England in any leading sport.

She is an Ashes and two-times World 
Cup-winner with 113 international 
caps to her name.

Now she is the new face of BBC 
cricket after being named as the 
corporation’s main presenter as the 
sport returns to BBC television for the 
first time since 1998. It is a huge 
moment for her, the corporation, and 
the sport. Giving the role to an Asian 
woman banishes to history the 
tradition of the role being exclusively 
for white men.

But any accusations of tokenism are
misplaced. Guha has become an 
excellent broadcaster with 
experiences on the field and in the 
commentary box — she has played 
cricket around the world and been 

‘We’ll be on primetime TV . . . we can 
turn people on to cricket over dinner’ 

part of commentary teams on all 
forms of the game, from men’s Test 
cricket to women’s World Cups and 
the Indian Premier League. 

Her new role brings with it 
enormous responsibility. Restoring 
cricket to the BBC was a key part of 
an ECB strategy to make the game 
accessible to more people and is a 
responsibility that she is very much in 
tune with, especially during a time of 
national crisis.

“Hopefully, people will see the 
cricket as a nice distraction in what 
has been such as gloomy time,” she 
says.“It is obviously going to be a bit 
different to how it was going to be — 
there won’t be crowds.

“I might take a saucepan along and
bash that — like the old days on radio 
where you had to make your own 
sound. I hope it can bring some 
positivity. My role is to bring out the 
best in the all the people I am 
working with and bring out the 
personalities as much as you can in 
an hour-long highlights programme.”

There is an added responsibility at
a time when the issue of racism and 
the role of sport in combatting it has 
moved to the fore. 

“We are extremely fortunate with 
this current England team that it is a 
very diverse bunch of players with 

representation from all races, 
religions, backgrounds,” she says. “It is 
all about representation. Young black 
kids, young Muslim kids, they will see 
these players playing for England and 
believe that they can do that. It was 
similar for me and Ebony Rainford-
Brent back in 2009; we stumbled 
across that group of players but what 
it represented was so much more.

“We [BAME players] have the 
ability to lead the way through our 
sport. Moeen Ali talks about wanting 
to be seen for the way he plays and 
what he achieves not what he looks 
like. I have always lived like that — I 
believe in humanity and not judging 
people for their race or background.

“I am hugely in 
support of the 
protests and the 
Black Lives Matter 
movement. I have 
always wanted to 
learn about the 
black and afro-
Caribbean 
history and my 
own background. 

I want to learn more about my 
history because it helps you 
understand. What recent times have 
shown is that people do want to 
understand. The frustration has been 
building for such a long time, it is 
really important we can make change 
for the long term. Not just the black 
community — that is every 
community.”

“The change helps it all to become
normalised. It was the same for the 
women’s game. For any group that 
hasn’t had the opportunities that 
other s have. Language has a 

huge role to play. When
I think about the way
we talk about things on

commentary, in
broadcast, young

boys and girls will
be watching and
hearing and they
will grow up with
the words we are
using and that will
have a knock-on
effect on future
generations.”

Guha’s new role
comes as the
curtain is drawn on
Sir Geoffrey
Boycott’s time as a

BBC pundit. He has departed with 
some pointed comments about who 
does or does not make a good pundit.

“You have to know the pressure, 
emotions and technique required,” 
Boycott said in the Daily Telegraph. 
“As good as the women are, it bears 
no resemblance to the power and 
pace of men’s cricket.”

Although she has proven herself to
be as good as any on the technical 
and analytical aspects of being a 
broadcaster, Guha acknowledges that 
her new role is less about that and 
more about making the game 
accessible. 

“The highlights programme is on 
BBC2 at 7pm,” she says. “It will be 
seen by people who have never 
accessed the game before. It will be 
on whilst families are having their 
dinner, perhaps on in the 
background.” 

It is worth noting the pressures 
Guha faced as a player. The England 
women’s team weren’t professional 
and had to hold down jobs or study 
full time while training almost as 
much as the professional men.

“I would get up and spend around
three hours training,” she said. “Then 
go to university till about ten at night 
and then play both days at the 
weekend.”

Presenter Isa Guha tells 
Elizabeth Ammon 
about her new role as 
the face of the sport as 
it returns to the BBC

Guha has been 
selected as the 
new face of BBC 
Test highlights 

ENGLAND AND WALES CRICKET BOARD/PA

Teams will be 
allowed to replace
players showing

symptoms of 
coronavirus during a 
Test match under new 
regulations agreed by 
the ICC (Elizabeth 
Ammon writes).

Using saliva on the 
ball has been banned by 
the game’s governing 
body and players 
breaking the rule will be 
given two warnings 
before a five-run penalty 
is imposed. Umpires 
have been told to use 
“some leniency” during 
a period of adjustment 
for players as the game 
gets ready to return 
after the shutdown 
caused by the pandemic. 

Like-for-like 

substitutes will be 
allowed to bat and bowl 
in place of any player 
who displays Covid-19 
symptoms.  The system 
will operate in the same 
way as concussion 
substitutes, which were 
introduced last year. The 
substitutes will only be 
permitted in Test 
matches, not the shorter 
forms of the game. 

The new regulations 
came on the day that 
West Indies arrived in 
the UK to begin their 
quarantine period at 
Old Trafford before 
travelling to 
Southampton the week 
before the first Test, 
which begins on July 8. 

The ICC will also 
allow logos on the front 

of Test match shirts — 
as permitted in limited-
overs cricket — in 
an acknowledgement of 
the financial problems 
most boards are facing. 

It also confirmed the
use of home umpires 
during the pandemic. 
Each team will be given 
an extra DRS referral 
per innings, recognising 
that some umpires may 
be less experienced and 
to try to negate issues 
arising from having only 
home umpires.
Tests are the perfect balm, 
Matthew Syed, page 57

Substitutes allowed 
for players showing 
Covid symptoms

West Indies players Kraigg 
Brathwaite, left, Shai Hope 
and Rahkeem Cornwall 
arrive at Manchester 
Airport before taking a bus 
to Old Trafford, above left

West Indies’ 14-man Test squad

Player Tests Runs Batting average Wickets Bowling 
average

Jason Holder (c) 40 1,898 32.72 106 26.37
Jermaine Blackwood 28 1,362 30.26 2 97.00
Nkrumah Bonner 0 - - - -
Kraigg Brathwaite 59 3,496 33.29 18 56.94
Shamarh Brooks 3 174 34.80 - -
John Campbell 6 298 29.80 0 -
Roston Chase 32 1,695 31.38 59 42.37
Rahkeem Cornwall 2 20 6.66 13 22.61
Shane Dowrich (wk) 31 1,444 30.08 - -
Chemar Holder 19 126 7.41 76 24.23
Shai Hope 31 1,498 27.23 - -
Alzarri Joseph 9 84 5.60 25 32.84
Raymon Reifer 1 52 52.00 2 44.00
Kemar Roach 56 890 12.19 193 27.13

Remainder of squad

11 reserve players: Sunil 
Ambris, Joshua da Silva, 
Shannon Gabriel, Keon 
Harding, Kyle Mayers, 
Preston McSween, 
Marquino Mindley, Sheyne 
Moseley, Anderson Phillip, 
Oshane Thomas, Jomel 
Warrican


